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Living in Japan

JIFBERER e
Evelyn Matekwor Ahulu

“How did you become interested in Japan? And why Japan?”
These are two questions people (both Japanese and non-Japanese)
frequently ask of me.

| am Evelyn Ahulu from Ghana. After my experiences with my high
school mathematics teacher who happened to be Japanese, | became
more interested in learning about and possibly even visiting Japan
during my lifetime; little did | expect it would happen so soon. Thanks to
the Japanese government for giving me the opportunity to study here
for the past 5 years.

| have been through many experiences, faced new challenges, met
many different people and learned many things. The people of Japan
are very friendly, polite and kind. Everyone has tried their best to make
life very easy and comfortable for me and for that | am really grateful.
Most of the things that | was not familiar with such as eating raw fish
have now become a part of me. In fact | find raw fish a delicacy and
look forward to introducing it to my friends and family when | go back
home. | liked the cleanliness serenity, calmness, silence and feeling of
safety as well as the way things are competently and promptly taken
care off. In school, | discovered that both students and lecturers are
extremely dedicated, active and outgoing most of the time and also
enjoy to socialize. | found it amazing that in spite of being one of the
leading countries in technology, tradition is still alive in today's modern
Japanese society, and that is one of the reasons why | like Japan.
There is a respect for the old way of doing things as well as respect for
old age and for each other. This is what really has me interested in
Japanese society. In a way it identifies with the way of doing things in
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my country. | have throughout my stay been very enthusiastic about
learning Japanese language and | am very happy that | am able to
survive most situations without the need of an interpreter.

Aside studying | have also had many opportunities to see other parts
of Japan. | have been to Okinawa, Kyoto, Fukuoka,Shimane, Himeji,
Sado island and Osaka. The landscape, the colours, particularly the
mountains with snow on their tops and beautiful forests are so different
from home and very therapeutic. | enjoyed going out with my lecturer
and other students to collect soil samples etc. from Nagaoka because
of the wonderful company and beautiful scenery along the way. | found
it amazing at how much of the japanese heritage has been preserved.
My favorite site was Nanzen-in in Kyoto. There was something about
the place that lifted my spirit high above the pure green tinted leaves of
the garden trees. The pond rippled gently with each tap of the
overhanging branch and seemed to echo the age and wisdom of its
wooded wonderland. The magnificent castles such as the Himeji-jo in
Himeji, and Matsue-jo in Shimane are a few of the fascinating sites |
have been privileged to see. In Okinawa the vegetation and climate
made me feel like | was back home in Ghana and that was intriguing.

Generally | have enjoyed my stay here in Japan very much.
Although | shall soon go back home, | think life here will be in me for
good and | shall share my experiences with others who might not have
the chance to e
ever visit. Thank ¥
you all for your
kindness.
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