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(a) How do the meanings of words change? In order to find this out, you need to look carefully at the
process.

(b) I'm ashamed to say that until this accident happened, I'd never given much thought to the needs
of the people with disabilities.

B .

(Agree)

I think Japan should ban social media for children under 16 because it is bad for their mental and
physical health. It is more difficult for young people to understand the harm than adults. They may
read lies and bad comments about themselves and may feel sad and hurt. Physical health can be
affected when children use devices for a long time, and young people are still growing. For example,
their eyesight can go bad. Also, their neck and back can have pain from sitting badly. This is why

children should not use social media. (95 words)



(Disagree)

I do not think social media should be banned because it is useful for contacting friends and getting
the latest information. Many young people use social media to communicate with friends, especially
club members. When I was a member of the tennis club in junior high school, we used Line everyday
to talk about practice. When I use social media, I can see new items that are useful. People also show
me how to use them. If I do not have social media, I will not know about new things. For these reasons,

we should not ban social media for children under 16. (103 words)
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il A. Listen to the dialogues and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

1. [A:Ami, K: Ken]

A:  Are you going to the soccer game this weekend?

K No, I'm leaving for Tokyo tomorrow, and I won’t be back until next Monday.
A Oh, are you going for a vacation?
K

No, I have a job interview there, and (I'm a little nervous now).

2. [M: Mother, S: Sonl]
M:  Jack, how is your new mountain bike?
S: It’s good, mum. I can easily go up a steep path.
M: That’s good, (but be careful not to get hurt).

3. [T: Tom, N: Naomil
T: Can you play any musical instruments?
N:  Well, I can play the piano.

T:  Really? (Do you know how to read music)?

4. [M: Makoto, F: Frances]
M: Hi, can I talk to you now about tomorrow’s exam?
F:  Yeah, of course, but you look very sleepy.
M:  Oh, do I? ('ve been studying overnight without sleeping). Maybe that’s why.

5. [C: Customer, B: Bookstore clerk]
C:  Excuse me, I ordered another copy of this book here yesterday.
B Just a moment. Yes, your order is being processed right now.
C:  Ijust found this copy of the book in that shelf. So, can I buy it now?
B

OK, (shall I cancel your original order) if you don’t need two copies?



fiJ#8 B. Listen to the ALT’s story and answer the questions in Japanese.

My name is Ernest Green, and I am from the United States. I have lived for several years in
Niigata City. I study Japanese every day, but sometimes I still misunderstand what people are
saying to me.

For example, one time I took a day trip to Sado Island on the car ferry. I went there to enjoy
driving around, and see famous sites.

The weather was fine as I drove along the coast around the island. Along the way, I stopped at
a small market and purchased a box of delicious fruit as a souvenir. Later on, however, the weather
changed. There was a very big storm. The wind was very strong, and the sea became very wild and
dangerous.

I drove back to the port where the car ferry was docked. I parked the car and went into the
ticket office. Nobody was in the lobby, which I thought was strange. There was only one man sitting
inside the ticket booth. I walked up and asked him in Japanese if I could purchase a ticket to
Niigata. He looked at me and said in Japanese ‘kekkou desu.’

I was confused. I thought the man had said ‘You don’t need to buy a ticket’ in Japanese, that is,
‘kekkou desu.’l told him that maybe he didn’t understand — I didn’t have a ticket, and I wanted to
buy one. Again, he said, ‘kekkou desu,’ and looked at me silently. ‘I can’t buy a ticket? I asked in
Japanese. And he answered once more, ‘hai, kekkou desu.’

I realized there must be a misunderstanding. Luckily, I had a Japanese-English dictionary
with me. I looked up kekkou in the dictionary while the man in the ticket booth watched me quietly.
Finally, I understood. I thought he was saying ‘kekkou desu,” which can mean not needing
something, or sometimes ‘that’s fine.’ But he was saying ‘kekkou,’ which is a different word that
means a boat or a plane has been cancelled! ‘You mean I cannot get on the ship? I asked the man as
I showed him the word in the dictionary. He looked at the word in the dictionary and said, ‘Yes!
kekkou desu.’

We both laughed. I went back to my car, but I felt bad for causing the man so much trouble
with my poor Japanese. So, I brought the delicious fruit I had bought back inside. I bowed and said,
‘arigatou gozaimasu.’ Then I offered him the fruit. The man stood, smiled, and bowed. Then he
said, ‘ize, 1ie, kekkou desu.’

Sometimes Japanese is difficult.

QUESTIONS

1. Where is Ernest Green from?

TAYVIEREOHE TH D,



2. What did Ernest Green do during his drive?
INSRPEIEICNEDE Y, RWE 1B LEE L TIA LT,

3. Why was Ernest Green confused when he first heard the phrase ‘kekkou desu’?
U2 EBY L LD, THDRSTHETT ) EEbhi Bk,



