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English Presentation Contest
Organized by: Niigata Japan-America Society
In cooperation with the U.S. Embassy Tokyo

Purpose

The English Presentation Contest provides high school, vocational school, and university students in 
Niigata Prefecture with an opportunity to develop their English communication, critical thinking, and 
public speaking skills through meaningful presentations on global and contemporary issues.

The contest also seeks to promote international understanding, cultural exchange, and friendship by 
bringing together students from diverse educational institutions. Through sharing ideas, engaging in 
discussion, and learning from one another, participants are encouraged to broaden their perspectives 
and become more confident global communicators.

A representative from the U.S. Embassy will serve as a guest judge, and a special lecture will follow the 
competition. This unique opportunity allows participants to gain valuable insights into international 
communication, diplomacy, and global issues while interacting with fellow students and distinguished 
guests.

Schedule and Application Information

Application Deadline: Friday, November 6, 2026 (Maximum number of participating teams: 10 teams [5 high 
school teams and 5 vocational school/university teams) If there are more applications than available places, a 
preliminary screening will be conducted based on the application documents.

Notification of Preliminary Screening Results: By Friday, November 2 Teams selected to participate in the final 
round will receive detailed participation information at a later date.

Deadline for Submission of Presentation Materials: To be announced separately to teams selected for the final 
round.

Final Round: Friday, February 19, 2027



Schedule on the Day 

 15:30 18:00  Presentation Contest and Networking Session 
(We would like to allow 45 minutes for the networking session.)  

 18:10 18:50  Special Lecture by a Speaker from the U.S. Embassy Tokyo 
(Participants will be encouraged to attend the lecture and take part in the Q&A session.) 

Eligibility 
Eligible Participants 

 High school students  
 Vocational school students  
 University students  

Divisions 
 High School Division  
 Vocational School & University Division  

Team Composition 
 Each team may consist of 1 3 students.  
 A maximum of 2 students may serve as presenters.  
 The third team member may assist with slide operation or other presentation support.  

Ineligible Participants 
The following individuals are not eligible to participate: 

 Individuals whose native language is English  
 Individuals who have lived or studied in an English-speaking country for more than 13 months 

after the age of six  
 
Presentation Guidelines 

 All presentations and Q&A sessions must be conducted entirely in English.  
 Presentation materials must be submitted in 16:9 PDF format.  
 Videos, audio, and animations may not be used in the presentation.  
 The submission deadline will be announced separately to the teams selected for the final 

contest.  
 Presentation time: Maximum 5 minutes  
 Q&A: 3 minutes  
 For security reasons, participants may not use their own personal computers. Presentations 

must be given using a laptop computer provided by the Niigata Japan-America Society.  
 

Presentation Topics 
Each team must choose one of the following topics: 

1. Global Topic Theme 
What can young people do today to help create a more peaceful, connected, and understanding 
world? 

 
Participants should consider specific actions that young people can take to promote peace, 
mutual understanding, international cooperation, and stronger connections among people from 
different backgrounds. 

 
2. Innovation & Technology Topic Theme 

How can we protect our privacy and freedom while making use of new technologies such as AI, 
robots, digital technologies, and the Internet? 



 
Participants should explore both the opportunities and challenges created by emerging 
technologies and propose ideas for balancing technological innovation with the protection of 
individual privacy and freedom. 

Competition Rules 

High School Division 
- Please use creative presentation techniques and effective forms of expression to make your 

 
Attire 
- Participants should generally wear their school uniform or semi-formal attire appropriate for a 

presentation. Clothing and props related to the presentation theme may also be used. 
Number of Entries per School 
- Each school may submit up to two teams. Schools are asked to conduct an internal selection process and 

nominate their representative teams. 
 
Vocational School and University Division 
- Participants are expected to deliver a natural and confident presentation that engages the audience and 

communicates their ideas effectively in their own words. 
Attire 
- Participants should generally wear semi-formal attire appropriate for a presentation. Clothing and props 

related to the presentation theme may also be used. 
Number of Entries per School 
- Each school or university may submit up to two teams. If more than two teams wish to participate, each 

school or university should conduct an internal selection process to choose its representative teams. 
 

Judging Criteria 
1. Content & Organization 

 Logical structure and reasoning  
 Clarity  
 Originality  
 Feasibility 

2. English Communication 
 Pronunciation  
 Fluency  
 Gestures and body language  
 Confidence in speaking  

3. Presentation Materials & Technical Skills 
 Clarity and effectiveness of slides  
 Smooth operation of presentation 

materials  
4. Creativity & Overall Impact 

 Originality  
 Persuasiveness  
 Ability to leave a lasting impression on 

the audience  
5. Q&A 

 Confidence  
 Understanding of the presentation topic  

 Communication skills  
6. Additional Considerations 

 Intercultural understanding  
 Time management  
 Audience engagement  
 Storytelling  



 
Awards 
- Gold Award:   Certificate + ¥12,000 QUO Card (per team) 
- Silver Award:   Certificate + ¥6,000 QUO Card (per team) 
- Bronze Award:  Certificate + ¥3,000 QUO Card (per team) 
- Participation Award:  Original Niigata Japan-America Society commemorative item 
                                                        (A special-design, non-commercial commemorative pin.) 

 
 

 Inquiries / Application / QR Code 
Niigata Japan-America Society Secretariat 
TEL: 025-365-1250 | FAX: 025-228-4888 
E-mail: niigatanichibei@gmail.com 
Website: http://www.n-nichibei.com/ 
Application QR Code: https://forms.gle/ELBypJbb11U1VCey5 

 
 


